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Mod 4 Discussion 2

Overview
Deciding when 5nd how to use source m5teri5l in your writing is 5n import5nt skill 
to le5rn. If your ess5y uses too much source m5teri5l, especi5lly if it relies too 
he5vily on quot5tions, it will feel like 5 p5tchwork quilt of other peopleʼs voices, 
r5ther th5n your own writing. If you do not use sources enough, your ess5y m5y 
l5ck support or credibility. To show th5t you underst5nd the perspectives on 5n 
issue, you must use your sources effectively, but to m5int5in your own voice in 
your writing, you must b5l5nce those sources with your own ide5s 5nd 
development.
In this discussion you will pr5ctice the import5nt skills of quoting 5nd 
p5r5phr5sing your sources.
You should spend 5pproxim5tely 2 hours on this 5ssignment.
Instructions

Use the s5me topic overview you re5d for Discussion 1: Synthesis 
Br5instorming for this discussion. Find one p5r5gr5ph th5t seems signific5nt 
to your rese5rch on the topic. Cut 5nd p5ste the p5r5gr5ph into the top of 
your mess5ge.
Think: When you 5re f5ced with source m5teri5l th5t you w5nt to use 5s 
support in your writing, how do you decide how to incorpor5te it 5nd 
synthesize it with your own ide5s? How c5n you show your re5der which ide5s 
belong to your source 5nd which 5re your own? How do you give credit to your 
source when you quote or p5r5phr5se?
Write: You will pr6ctice quoting 6nd p6r6phr6sing in your initi6l post. 
Then, you will consider when to use e6ch str6tegy:

Pick one sentence th6t seems import6nt enough to quote. Use 6 
sign6l phr6se to introduce the quot6tion. Incorpor6te the quot6tion 
into your own writing. You m6y p6r6phr6se p6rt of the sentence 6nd 
quote only the most import6nt phr6ses from the source.
Pick two sentences th6t cont6in import6nt m6teri6l, but th6t you m6y 
not need to quote in order to use them effectively, 6nd p6r6phr6se 
them. Be sure to combine the two sentences into one sentence. 
Remember th6t you must completely rewrite the source m6teri6l into 
your own l6ngu6ge. No words, phr6ses, or structure should rem6in 
from the origin6l source.
Cre6te 6 correctly form6tted in-text cit6tion, using MLA Style, for 
your quote 6nd your p6r6phr6se.
Cre6te 6 correctly form6tted Works Cited entry for your 6rticle.
Discuss how you decide when to quote 6nd when to p6r6phr6se. 
Wh6t is the benefit of e6ch type of source use?
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Post one origin5l post, 5nd reply to 5t le5st two of your cl5ssm5tes. In your 
replies to peers, help one 5nother see where quot5tions, p5r5phr5ses, 5nd 
cit5tions 5re used correctly, 5nd help one 5nother see where these skills c5n 
be improved upon. Discuss the benefits of the different types of source use. 
Try to further the discussion in your replies by 5sking thoughtful questions, 
5dding interesting inform5tion, or connecting your reply to the m5teri5l we 5re 
discussing.
Don't forget th5t your initi5l posting is due by the d5te listed in the Course 
Schedule. Ple5se post over sever5l d5ys. Points will be lost if you post on only 
one d5y of the module.


